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The most influential figures in American history.

Click herefor morelists, and informationabouthowthe selectionsvere made.

Also,weighin Nwho shouldhavebeenon thislist thatwasn'® Whoshouldn'thavebeenon thislist that
was? Giveusyour feedbackere

Subscribeto the Atlantic nowat a specialrate and receivean Atlantic "100 Most InfluentialAmericans
poster. Orbuy someone gift subscription.

1 Abraham Lincoln B
He savedthe Union, freedthe slaves,andpresidedover AmericaOsecondounding.

2 George Washington .
He madethe United StatespossibleNnotonly by defeatinga king, but by decliningto
becomeonehimself.

3 Thomas Jefferson .
Theauthorof the five mostimportantwordsin Americanhistory: OAllmenarecreated
equal.O

4 Franklin Delano Roosevelt )
He said,OTheonly thing we haveto fearis fearitself,Oandthenhe provedit.

5 Alexander Hamilton N
Soldier,banker,andpolitical scientist,he setin motion an agrariannationOs
transformationinto anindustrialpower.

Also see:

In Their Own Words
Of the 100 Americans selected by
our panel of historians, thirty - one

6 Benjamin Franklin contributed to The Atlantic. Browse
~ . . . . . . a selection of their writings.

The Founderof-all-tradesN scientist,printer, writer, diplomat,inventor,and

more; like his country,he containedmultitudes.

7 John Marshall
Thedefining chiefjustice,he establishedhe SupremeCourtasthe equalof the othertwo federalbranches.

8 Martin Luther King Jr.
n His dreamof racial equalityis still elusive,but no onedid moreto makeit real.




9 Thomas Edison
It wasnQust the lightbulb; the Wizard of Menlo Parkwasthe mostprolific inventorin
Americanhistory.

ey 10 Woodrow Wilson
He madethe world safefor U.S. interventionismjf not for democracy.

11 John D. Rockefeller .
The manbehindStandardOil setthe mold for our tycoonsNfirst by making moneythenby givingit away.

12 UlyssesS. Grant
He wasa poor presidentput he wasthe generalLincoln neededhe alsowrote the greatespolitical memoir
in Americanhistory.

13 JamesMadison
He fatheredthe Constitutionandwrotethe Bill of Rights.

14 Henry Ford 3
He gaveusthe assemblyine andthe Model T, and sparkedAmericaObve affair with
the automobile.

15 Theodore Roosevelt . )
Whetherbustingtrustsor building canalshe embodiedthe OstrenuoulifeOandblazeda
trail for twentiethcenturyAmerica.

16 Mark Twain
Author of our nationalepic, he wasthe mostunsentimentabbserverof our nationallife.

17 Ronald Reagan .
The amiablearchitectof boththe conservativeealignmentandthe Cold WarOnd.

18 Andrew Jackson

. . . . . Special offer:
Thefirst greatpopulist: he found Americaa republicandleft it a democracy.

Click here to take advantage of a
special limited - time subscription

19 Thomas Paine offer and receive The Atlantic 's
Thevoice of the AmericanRevolution,and our first greatradical. 'F')lcg‘t’er“"gz;'”f'“e”“a' Americans®

20 Andrew Carnegie B .
The original self-mademanforged AmericaOsdustrialmight and becameone of the nationOgreatest
philanthropists.

21 Harry Truman
An accidentapresidentthis machinepolitician usheredn the Atomic Ageandthenthe Cold War.

22 Walt Whitman B
He sangof Americaandshapedhe countryOsonceptiorof itself.

23 Wright Brothers
Theygot usall off theground.

BEa\ "\ 24Alexander Graham Bell
\ By inventingthe telephonehe openedhe ageof telecommunicationand shrankthe



b - } world.

25 John Adams
His leadershipmadethe AmericanRevolutionpossible;his devotion torepublicanismmadeit succeed.

26 Walt Disney
The quintessentiagntertainerentrepreneure wieldedunmatchednfluenceover our childhood.

27 Eli Whitney
His gin madecotton kingandsustainedan empirefor slavery.

28 Dwight Eisenhower
He won a war andtwo electionsand madeeverybodylike Ike.

29 Earl Warren
His SupremeCourttransformedAmericansocietyandbequeathetb usthe culturewars.

30Elizabeth Cady Stanton B
Oneof thefirst greatAmericanfeminists,shefoughtfor socialreformandwomenOs
right to vote.

31Henry Clay
Oneof AmericaOgreatestegislatorsandorators,he forgedcompromiseshat heldoff civil warfor
decades.

32 Albert Einstein
His greatesscientificwork wasdonein Europe,but his humanityearnedhim undying
famein America.

33 Ralph Waldo Emerson B
The bardof individualism,he relied on himselfNandtold us all to do thesame.

34 Jonas Salk N
His vaccinefor polio eradicatedne of the worldOsvorstplagues.

35 Jackie Robinson N
He brokebaseballO=lor barrierandembodiedntegrationOgromise.

36 William JenningsBryan
OTheGreatCommonerdbst threepresidentiaklections put his populismtransformedhe country.

37J. P.Morgan
The greatfinancierand bankerwasthe prototypefor all the Wall Streetbaronswho followed.

38 SusanB. Anthony B
She waghe countryOmosteloquentvoice for womenOesqualityunderthe law.

39 Rachel Carson
The authorof SilentSpringwasgodmotherto the environmentamovement.

40 John Dewey
He soughtto makethe public schoola training groundfor democratidife.




. N T
41 Harriet BeecherStowe

Her Uncle TomO€abininspireda generatiorof abolitionistsand setthe stagefor civil war.

42 Eleanor Roosevelt . )
She usedhefirst ladyO®ffice andthe mass medidao becomeOfirstiady of the world.O

43W. E. B. DuBois . ) B
Oneof AmericaOgreatintellectuals he madethe Oproblenof the color lineOhis lifeOs
work.

44 Lyndon BainesJohnson
His brilliance gaveus civil -rights laws; his stubbornnesgaveus Vietnam.

45 SamuelF. B. Morse
Beforethe Internet,therewasMorsecode.

46 William Lloyd Garrison
Throughhis newspaperThe Liberator he becamehe voiceof abolition.

47 Frederick Douglass B
After escapingrom slavery,he prickedthe nationOsonscienceavith an eloquentaccountingof its crimes.

48 Robert Oppenheimer
Thefatherof the atomicbombandtheregretfulmidwife of the nuclearera.

49 Frederick Law Olmsted 3
The geniusbehindNew YorkO<entralPark, he inspiredthe greeningof AmericaOs
cities.

50JamesK. Polk N
This oneterm presidentQdexicanWar landgrabgaveus California, Texas,andthe
Southwest.

51 Margaret Sanger N
Theardentchampionof birth controlNand of the sexualfreedomthat camewith it.

52 JosephSmith N
Thefounderof Mormonism,AmericaOmostfamoushomegrowrfaith.

530Oliver Wendell HolmesJr.
Known asOTheGreatDissenter,@e wrote SupremeCourt opinionsthat continugo shapeAmerican
jurisprudence.

54 Bill Gates
The Rockefellerof the InformationAge, in businessand philanthropyalike.

55 John Quincy Adams 3
The MonroeDoctrineOsealauthor,he setnineteenthcenturyAmericaOdiplomatic
course.

56 Horace Mann .
His tirelessadvocacyof universalpublic schoolingearnedhim thetitle OThd~atherof




AmericanEducation.O

57Robert E. Lee
He wasa good generabut a bettersymbol,embodying conciliatiomn defeat.

58 John C. Calhoun N
Thevoice of theantebellumSouth,he wasslaveryOsiostardentdefender.

59 Louis Sullivan
Thefatherof architecturamodernism, heshapedhe defining Americanbuilding: the skyscraper.

60 William Faulkner B
The mostgifted chroniclerof AmericaOgrmentedandfascinatingSouth.

61 SamuelGompers
The countryOgreatestabororganizerhe madethe goldenageof unionspossible.

62 William James N
The mind behindPragmatismAmericaOmostimportantphilosophicalschool.

63 GeorgeMarshall
As a general he organizedthe Americaneffort in World War Il; asa statesmanhe
rebuilt WesternEurope.

64 Jane Addams
Thefounderof Hull House shebecaméhe secularsaintof socialwork.

65 Henry David Thoreau
The original Americandropout,he hasinspiredseekersof authenticityfor 150 years.

66 Elvis Presley
Theking of rock androll. Enoughsaid.

67P.T. Barnum 3
The circusimpresarioQastefor spectaclgpavedthe way for blockbustemoviesand
reality TV.

68 JamesD. Watson 3
He codiscoveredNAOs]oublehelix, revealinghe codeof life to scientistsaand
entrepreneurslike.

69 JamesGordon Bennett
As the foundingpublisherof The NewYork Herald, heinventedthe modernAmericannewspaper.

70 Lewis and Clark
Theywentwestto explore,and millions followed in their wake.

71 Noah Webster
He didnOtreateAmericanEnglish, but his dictionarydefinedit.

72 Sam Walton ) -
He promisedus OEveryDay Low Prices,@ndwe took him up on theoffer. I Ay



73 Cyrus McCormick
His mechanicateaperspelledthe endof traditionalfarming,andthe beginning of
industrialagriculture.

74 Brigham Young
What JoseplSmith founded,Young preservedleadingthe Mormonsto their promised
land.

75 GeorgeHerman OBabe@Ruth )
He savedthe nationalpastimein the wakeof the Black SoxscandalNandpermanenthlinked sportsand
celebrity.

76 Frank Lloyd Wright
AmericaOmostsignificantarchitect,he wasthearchetypeof the visionaryartist atoddswith capitalism.

77 Betty Friedan B
She spokéo the discontenbf housewiveeverywhereNandnspireda revolutionin
genderroles.

78 John Brown
Whethera hero,a fanatic,or both, he providedthe sparkfor the Civil War.

79 Louis Armstrong
His talentand charismaook jazzfrom the cathouse®f Storyville to Broadway,
television,andbeyond.

80 William Randolph Hearst
The pressharonwho perfectedyellow journalismand helpedstartthe SpanishkAmericanWar.

81 Margaret Mead .
With Comingof Agein SamoashemadeanthropologyrelevantNandcontroversial.

82 GeorgeGallup
He askedAmericanswhattheythought,andthe politicianslistened.

83 JamesFenimore Cooper
The novelsareunreadablebut he wasthefirst greatmythologizerof the frontier.

84 Thurgood Marshall
As a lawyeranda SupremeCourtjustice,he wasthelegal architectof thecivil -rights
revolution.

85 Ernest Hemingway 5
His sparestyle definedAmericanmodernism, anthis life mademachismaa clichZ.

86 Mary Baker Eddy )
She gotoff hersickbedandfoundedChristianSciencewnhich promisedspiritualhealing s, 4'
to all. |

87 Benjamin Spock 3
With a singlebookNand a singularapproachNhechangedAmericanparenting.



88 Enrico Fermi
A giant ofphysics, henelpeddevelopguantum theorandwasinstrumentain building the atomicbomb.

89 Walter Lippmann
The lastmanwho could swing an electionwith a newspapecolumn.

90 Jonathan Edwards N
Forgetthe fire andbrimstone:his subtleeloquencenadehim the countryOmostinfluential theologian.

91Lyman Beecher
Harriet BeechelStoweOslergymanfatherearnedfameasan abolitionist andan evangelist.

92 John Steinbeck
As the creatorof Tom Joad he chronicledDepressioreramisery.

93 Nat Turner
He wasthe mostsuccessfutebelslave;his spectemwould stalkthe white Southfor a
century.

94 GeorgeEastman
Thefounderof Kodak democratizegphotographywith his handyrolls of film.

95 Sam Goldwyn
A producerfor forty years,he wasthefirst greatHollywood mogul.

96 Ralph Nader
He madethe carswe drive safer;thirty yearslater,he madeGeorgeW. Bushthe president.

97 StephenFoster . o )
AmericaO#first greatsongwriter,he broughtus OO!Susanna@nd OMyOIld KentuckyHome.O

98 Booker T. Washington
As an educatoranda championof self-help, he tried to leadblack Americaup from
slavery.

99 Richard Nixon
He brokethe New Deal majority, andthenbrokehis presidencyon ascandathat still
hauntsAmerica.

100Herman Melville
Moby Dick wasa flop atthetime, but Melville is remembere@sthe American
Shakespeare.
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