Answer the following questions after reading a Newsweek “My Turn” article:

1. Based on the headline and the deck (the lines immediately under the headline), what is the issue addressed by this My Turn column?

2. How does the author introduce the issue in the first paragraphs of the essay? Does the author succeed in drawing you in? Why or why not?

3. What is the author’s thesis—the main point he or she is trying to make?

4. George F. Will’s writing tends to be more about issues than personal experience. My Turn writers, on the contrary, draw from personal experience. What experience does the author share?

5. The purpose of a personal essay, however, is rarely just to tell an individual’s story; it is to use that story to make a larger point. What larger point is the author making?

6. Are you convinced by the essay? Why or why not?

